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Introduction to this Collaboration 
 
The Nature and Respect of Life illustrated poetry collection is the product of a collaboration of many. This art and poetry collection is made possible by the 
students of Mrs. Kathleen Petka’s AP Studio Art and Drawing and Painting classes and Mr. Greg Fleenor’s AP English Literature classes. The artwork 
found within is the result of the AP Studio Art and Drawing and Painting students interpreting and illustrating the poems written by the AP English 
Literature students. The illustrations are in the collage technique of the renowned artist Eric Carle. The subject matter of the illustrated poetry is focused on 
nature, respect, and life. The compilation of these illustrated pieces is the result of the endless hours of work by Mr. Dan Campagna’s Graphic Arts 
students. In addition, this collection is a fundraiser in order to donate the proceeds to Relay for Life in loving memory of Cara Seckman.   
 
The initial step of this project began with Mr. Fleenor’s AP Literature students choosing a poem form and then writing a poem following that form, meter, 
and rhyme scheme. All of the 143 poems then had to be read in order to narrow them down to the seventy-five that were themed around nature, respect, and 
life and that could be the most effectively illustrated. The art students were then given the finished poems to illustrate in the style of the popular children’s 
book author Eric Carle, whose works are presently on display at the High Museum in Atlanta. The student illustrators used Carle’s technique of layered 
tissue paper to create textured images that represent the poems’ main themes. Together, the students and teachers have created a finished product for 
display as an art/poetry exhibit entitled The Celebration of the Nature and Respect of Life.  
 
In addition to the exhibition, this book entitled The Nature and Respect of Life has been produced through the tremendous work of Mr. Dan Campagna and 
his Graphic Arts students. With avid support from our principal Judy McNeill, another essential and vital component of this collaborative ensemble is the 
Principal’s Leadership Committee.  This committee annually spearheads Relay for Life for Walton High School and has publicized and marketed this event 
and product. Mrs. Vivian Baldwin from the Principal’s Leadership Committee has graciously been a part of this collaboration from the inception and has 
made this heartfelt collaboration a reality for a good cause. 
 
These books were on sale prior to and at the exhibition/showing on April 25, 2016.  The Principal’s Leadership Committee, Relay for Life, the Walton 
Foundation, faculty, students, and community were extremely supportive; this endeavor was made a reality from all of the aforementioned. Again, the 
proceeds from these books will be donated to Relay for Life.  This year, Walton High school is relaying in Loving Memory of Cara Seckman. Relay for 
Life will take place on May 7th, 2016. 

Thank you for your support of this event and product for an extremely important cause.   
 



LIT STUDENTS WERE ASKED TO CREATE 
POEMS BASED ON COMPASSION, 
NATURE, RESPECT, & LIFE
Students could select any form of poetry and had to submit 2 copies to the 
English teacher. One copy for the Lit teacher to grade and one copy for me. 
Before I got my set, we separated the brilliant poems into categories and ones 
that could be illustrated. 
I made copies of the poems I received…in case my students lost theirs.



Choices: 
 

1. alexandrine: a verse line of 12 syllables adopted by poets since the 16th century as the 
standard verse form of French poetry, especially dramatic and narrative, first used in the 
12th century.  The division of the line into two groups of six syllables, divided by a 
caesura, was established in the age of Moliere but later challenged by Victor Hugo and 
other poets who preferred three groups of four.  Create your own rime scheme. The 
English alexandrine is in iambic hexameter (and thus has six stresses; the French has 
four). See Keats’s “The Eve of St. Agnes” – “She knelt, so pure a thing, so free from 
mortal taint.” (minimum of 12 lines) DF: 3.5 

1. alliterative meter: the distinctive verse form of Old Germanic poetry, including Old 
English. It employs a long line divided by a caesura into two balanced half-lines, each 
with a given number of stressed syllables (usually two, but consistent) and a variable 
number of unstressed syllables.  (Each “side” of the poem must have two long stresses, 
but the number of short stresses may vary.) These half-lines or “sides” of the poem are 
linked by alliteration between both (sometimes one) of the stressed syllables in the first 
half and first (and sometimes second) stressed syllable in the second half. Old English 
lines were normally unrimed and not organized in stanzas, although some works of the 
later Middle English alliterative revival used both stanzaic patterns and rime.  This meter 
was the standard form of verse in English until the 11th century and was still important in 
the 14th but declined under the influence of French syllabic verse. See “Junk” by Richard 
Wilbur. DF: 2.5 

1. ballad: a narrative folk story poem consisting of quatrains (four-line stanzas) in which 
the first and third lines have four stresses while the second and fourth have three stresses 
in each stanza (alternating four-stress and three-stress lines).  Usually only the second and 
fourth lines rime (abcb or abab). The rhythm is basically iambic, but the number of 
unstressed syllable in a line sometimes varies. Sometimes ballads use couplets of seven-
stress lines.  Sometimes ballads use six-line stanzas.  Ballads frequently have seven 
verses; ballads also have a repeating line or refrain.  See “Is my team plowing?” by A.E. 
Housman and “La Belle Dame sans Merci” by John Keats. DF: 2 



Original Poem
Rime and Reason, Structure and Space

Choose one of the following forms. Follow the pattern of structure, meter, and rime accurately.  
The form must be appropriate to your subject matter and language.  Your poem must be at least 
12 lines long. Students who choose one of the more difficult forms (especially for more than 14 
lines) will receive kinder, gentler, evaluation and extra points (see difficulty factor rating for each 
form).

You must turn in two (2) typed copies of your poem.

On the second copy
a. Scan meter and mark rime scheme.
b. Identify the form used at the top of the scanned page.
c. Write a double-spaced, typed explanation of why the form, diction, and rhythm are 
appropriate for the content.  (minimum one and a half pages)
d. Leave the first copy clean and unmarked for a clean first reading.
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Faculty, Parents, Students, and Community, 
 
You are invited to The Celebration of the Nature and Respect of Life Art and Poetry Exhibit. 
This exhibit will take place on Monday night the 25th of April from five until seven o’clock.  The 
art and poetry exhibit will take place in the Fine Arts lobby. Students from Mrs. Kathleen Petka’s 
AP Studio Art and Drawing and Painting classes have interpreted and illustrated poems written 
by Mr. Greg Fleenor’s AP English Literature classes in the collage technique of the renowned 
artist Eric Carle. The subject matter of the illustrated poetry is focused on nature, respect, and 
life. In addition, a book of these illustrated poems will be on sale as a fundraiser in order to 
donate the proceeds to Relay for Life in loving memory of Cara Seckman.   
 
The initial step of this project began with Mr. Fleenor’s AP Literature students choosing a poem 
form and then writing a poem following that form, meter, and rhyme scheme. All of the 143 
poems then had to be read in order to narrow them down to the seventy-five that were themed 
around nature, respect, and life and that could be the most effectively illustrated. The art students 
were then given the finished poems to illustrate in the style of the popular children’s book author 
Eric Carle, whose works are presently on display at the High Museum in Atlanta. The student 
illustrators used Carle’s technique of layered tissue paper to create textured images that represent 
the poems’ main themes. Together, the students and teachers have created a finished product to 
be displayed in an art and poetry exhibit.  
 
In addition to the exhibition, a book entitled The Nature and Respect of Life has been produced 
through the help of Mr. Dan Campagna and his Graphic Arts students. With avid support from 
our principal Mrs. Judy McNeill, another essential and vital component of this collaborative 
ensemble is the Principal’s Leadership Committee.  This committee annually spearheads Relay 
for Life for Walton High School and will be publicizing and marketing this event. Vivian 
Baldwin from the Principal’s Leadership Committee has graciously been a part of this 
collaboration from the inception and has made this heartfelt collaboration a reality for a good 
cause. 
 
These books will be on sale prior to and at the exhibition/showing. Please look for prior sale 
options on Walton’s E-blast and visit the Relay for Life page online for a link that will supply 
more information. Once again, the proceeds from these books will be donated to Relay for Life.  
This year, Walton High school is relaying in Loving Memory of Cara Seckman. Relay for Life 
will take place on May 7, 2016. 

Please support this event and product for an extremely important cause.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Vivian Baldwin, Greg Fleenor, or Kathleen Petka. 

 

       In loving support, 

       Kathleen Petka and Greg Fleenor 

 

We sent out a community letter explaining our collaboration and promoted it through social media,
announcements, newsletters, and faculty emails. The PLC helped us create an online option to purchase
the books.









 

Mrs. Petka Bio:  

 

Kathleen Sneed Petka is a Walton High School graduate with an eye for art, a mind for excellence and a 
heart for community service.  

Kathleen received her Bachelor’s of Fine Arts degree in Art Education from the University of Georgia, an 
M.Ed. in Art Education from the University of West Georgia and an Educational Specialist degree from 
West Georgia in Instructional Technology and has taught Visual Art at Walton since 2004. 

Following her extensive education, Kathleen continued to develop her passion for art. While continuing 
her career as an educator, her drawing was commissioned for the Williamson Bros. BBQ sauce and hot 
sauce bottles for global distribution.  

In addition to being a teacher, artist, mother and wife, Kathleen still manages to find time to give back. 
She is the sponsor for National Art Honor Society and a frequent volunteer judge for the Governor's 
Honors Program. A passionate community servant, Kathleen works with the Principal Leadership 
Community where she works to curate future leaders as they fundraise for organizations such as, Relay 
for Life, Operation Miracle, and The Wounded Warriors Project. She was honored by WSB-TV as their 
community champion of the month during May 2015.  

 

Professional Organizations and Designations: 

• Teacher of the Year 2016-1017 

• Presenter at National Art Education Association National Convention in Chicago 2016 

• Outstanding National Art Honor Society Sponsor Award Recipient 2014 
• Cobb County School District High School Visual Art Specialist of the Year Award Recipient 

2014-2015 
• AP Studio Art Reader  

• Member of NAEA, GAEA, and PAGE since 2003 

• Scheduled to present at Woodruff Arts Educator Conference in June 2016 

 

Mr. Campagna Bio: 

 

Dan Campagna been teaching Graphic Arts for nearly a quarter of a century at Walton High School after 
an insightful career as a production planner, estimator and customer consultant for several notable 
printing companies. Prior to obtaining such valuable experience which he now passes on to his students, 
Dan received an A.A.S. degree in Graphic Arts and Advertising Technology from New York City Technical 
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Kathleen.Petka@cobbk12.org

Kathleenpetka@gmail.com
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As you walk around the exhibition, think 
about what you want to write a poem or 
short story about as we will be illustrating 
your topics in Carle’s technique. 
If we have enough time, we will share your 
projects with each other. 



Now let’s go check out the 
exhibit!


