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About the Exhibition
Eric Carle is widely acclaimed as the creator of beloved, 
brilliantly illustrated and innovatively designed picture 
books for young children. This retrospective features 
more than 80 of Carle’s signature collages from 16 of his 
most popular books that span his nearly 50-year career.

Images from the following books are included in the 
exhibition:

Walter the Baker, 1972 and 1995
The Artist Who Painted a Blue Horse, 2011
Friends, 2013
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 1967
1, 2, 3 to the Zoo, 1968
The Grouchy Ladybug, 1977
The Very Clumsy Click Beetle, 1999
Mister Seahorse, 2004
The Very Lonely Firefly, 1995
Pancakes, Pancakes! 1970
Papa, Please Get the Moon for Me, 1986
From Head to Toe, 1997
The Very Hungry Caterpillar, 1969
The Tiny Seed, 1970
Have you Seen My Cat? 1973
10 Little Rubber Ducks, 2005

Teacher Resource
 Pre-K through 5th Grade

Illustration from The Very Hungry Caterpillar Copyright © 1969 and 1987 by Eric Carle. 
I See a Story: The Art of Eric Carle is organized by The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art, 
Amherst, Massachusetts. 



About the Artist

Childhood
Eric Carle was born on June 25, 1929, in Syracuse, New York. His parents, Erich and Johanna, were childhood sweethearts 
who had emigrated from Germany a few years earlier. When Eric was six years old, he and his family returned to Germany 
and settled in Stuttgart, where he spent the rest of his youth. During World War II, he found solace in drawing and 
studying at a prestigious art school.

One of Carle’s most influential teachers was a man named Herr Krauss. Recognizing Eric Carle’s talent, Krauss showed 
him a box filled with art created by the so-called degenerate artists, including Picasso, Klee, Matisse, and Kandinsky. 
Carle was heavily influenced by this experience. Inspiration drawn from German Expressionism and abstract art 
continue to inform his art-making process to this day.

Early Career
Eric Carle had a happy childhood and found that his best memories were from his time spent in America. While living 
in Germany, he longed to return to America. During his early career, Carle worked as a poster artist. When he returned 
to the United States, he became a graphic designer for The New York Times promotion department and then the 
art director for a pharmaceutical advertising agency. His love of nature, bright colors, and collage are evident in his 
early professional work.

Illustrator 
Carle’s advertisement with a lobster (see right) caught 
the eye of author Bill Martin Jr. This led to Carle’s first 
children’s book illustrations, for the book Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, What Do You See? The first book that Carle 
authored and illustrated was 1, 2, 3 to the Zoo, which was 
followed shortly afterward by The Very Hungry Caterpillar. 
Carle often draws inspiration for his stories from his 
love of nature or personal experiences. His books allow 
children to learn something about the world around them 
while exploring innovatively designed picture books.

Art-Making Process
To create his signature collages, Eric Carle paints white 
tissue papers with acrylics to achieve the vibrant colors 
and patterns he desires. He then cuts and tears the papers 
and adheres the different shapes onto illustration board. 
“My painted papers are like my palette,” says the artist.

Carle keeps his painted tissue papers in flat file drawers, 
arranged by color. Each piece is an abstract work of 
art that he can cut and use in a collage. Carle carefully 
collects all scraps and returns them to the proper files—
nothing is ever discarded.

Prior to the mid-1980s, Carle used commercially available, 
pre-dyed papers, the colors of which quickly faded. 
Today he employs acid-free paper and methyl cellulose 
adhesive, rather than rubber cement, to ensure the 
longevity of his art.



Exhibition Connections

Have students research Eric Carle’s life:

•	Which	books	are	inspired	by	Carle’s	memories	or	relationships?

•	Where	did	he	grow	up?	How	might	this	have	influenced	his	art?

•	Investigate	the	book	The Artist Who Painted a Blue Horse.	Which	artists	inspire	Carle’s	work?	What	can	you	learn
	 about	Carle’s	perspective	on	art	making	and	creativity	from	this	book?

Investigate Carle’s career:

•	Introduce	the	following	quotation:	“My	own	style	grew	out	of	my	work	as	a	graphic	designer.	I	try	to	express	the
 essence of my stories and ideals very clearly, using simple shapes, often in bright colors against a white background.
 You might almost think of my illustrations, and especially the cover art, as little posters.” —Eric Carle

•	What	is	a	graphic	designer?	How	might	Carle’s	work	as	a	graphic	designer	have	influenced	his	picture	books?

•	What	is	an	illustrator?	What	is	an	author?	In	what	ways	are	authors	and	illustrators	artists?

Show students images that demonstrate Eric Carle’s process. Ask:

•	What	stands	out	to	you	about	the	process	he	uses?

•	What	types	of	materials	do	you	think	he	uses	to	create	patterns	on	painted	paper?

Compare and contrast Eric Carle’s work to that of other artists who use collage, such as Matisse, Romare Bearden, 
and Vik Muniz. Lead a group discussion exploring similarities and differences among the artists’ work.

Among Eric Carle’s fondest childhood memories are the long walks in the woods he enjoyed with his father. His love 
of nature appears in many of his books. Use images in this exhibition to explore animal and plant characteristics, 
habitats, day and night, and other visual representations of nature. Have students create their own collages 
inspired by the natural world.

Additional Resources
•	Download	a	guide	to	the	books	in	this	exhibition	here.

•	NPR Interview about I See a Story: The Art of Eric Carle

•	The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art

•	Video of Mister Rogers visiting Eric Carle’s Studio (16 minutes into the episode)

•	NEA Interview with Eric Carle

•	The	Whole	Book	Approach	was	developed	to	increase	student	engagement	with	picture	books	as	an	art	form.
 Use the Whole Book Approach to discuss how design and imagery of picture books interact with text.
 Learn more about the Whole Book Approach here and here.

http://www.high.org/~/media/Sites/HMA/Teacher-Resources/Exhibitions/Eric%20Carle/Guide%20to%20the%20Books%20in%20This%20Exhibition.ashx?la=en
http://news.wabe.org/post/exhibit-explores-eric-carle-s-colorful-children-s-book-art
http://www.carlemuseum.org/
http://pbskids.org/rogers/videos/index.html?pid=2DSAGhehLBrC7aU7WSwvnbU0NwY_CfMA
http://www.nea.org/home/32475.htm
http://megandowdlambert.com/reading-picture-books-with-children/
http://www.marynewelldepalma.com/images/school/The%20Whole%20Book%20Approach.pdf

